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LONDON BOROUGH OF TOWER HAMLETS 
 

LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE 
 

Thursday, 23 October 2008 
 

6.30 p.m. 
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   
 
 To receive any apologies for absence. 

 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  (Pages 1 - 2) 
 
 To note any declarations of interest made by Members, including those restricting 

Members from voting on the questions detailed in Section 106 of the Local Government 
Finance Act, 1992.  See attached note from the Chief Executive. 
 
 

 PAGE 
NUMBER 

WARD(S) 
AFFECTED 

3. RULES OF PROCEDURE  3 - 14  
 To note the rules of procedure which are attached for 

information. 
  

4. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION    

4 .1 Application to Review the Premises Licence: The Poet, 
82-84 Middlesex Street, London E1 7EZ (LSC039/809)   

15 - 112 Spitalfields 
& 

Banglatown 
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DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS - NOTE FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
 
This note is guidance only.  Members should consult the Council’s Code of Conduct for further 
details.  Note: Only Members can decide if they have an interest therefore they must make their 
own decision.  If in doubt as to the nature of an interest it is advisable to seek advice prior to 
attending at a meeting.   
 
Declaration of interests for Members 
 
Where Members have a personal interest in any business of the authority as described in 
paragraph 4 of the Council’s Code of Conduct (contained in part 5 of the Council’s Constitution) 
then s/he must disclose this personal interest as in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Code.  
Members must disclose the existence and nature of the interest at the start of the meeting and 
certainly no later than the commencement of the item or where the interest becomes apparent.   
 
You have a personal interest in any business of your authority where it relates to or is likely to 
affect: 
 

(a) An interest that you must register 
 
(b) An interest that is not on the register, but where the well-being or financial position of you, 

members of your family, or people with whom you have a close association, is likely to be 
affected by the business of your authority more than it would affect the majority of 
inhabitants of the ward affected by the decision. 

 
Where a personal interest is declared a Member may stay and take part in the debate and 
decision on that item.   
 
What constitutes a prejudicial interest? - Please refer to paragraph 6 of the adopted Code of 
Conduct. 
 
Your personal interest will also be a prejudicial interest in a matter if (a), (b) and either (c) 
or (d) below apply:- 
 

(a) A member of the public, who knows the relevant facts, would reasonably think that your 
personal interests are so significant that it is likely to prejudice your judgment of the 
public interests; AND 

(b) The matter does not fall within one of the exempt categories of decision listed in 
paragraph 6.2 of the Code; AND EITHER   

(c) The matter affects your financial position or the financial interest of a body with which 
you are associated; or 

(d) The matter relates to the determination of a licensing or regulatory application 
 

The key points to remember if you have a prejudicial interest in a matter being discussed at a 
meeting:- 
 

i. You must declare that you have a prejudicial interest, and the nature of that interest, as 
soon as that interest becomes apparent to you; and  

 
ii. You must leave the room for the duration of consideration and decision on the item and 

not seek to influence the debate or decision unless (iv) below applies; and  

Agenda Item 2
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iii. You must not seek to improperly influence a decision in which you have a prejudicial 

interest.   
 

iv. If Members of the public are allowed to speak or make representations at the meeting, 
give evidence or answer questions about the matter, by statutory right or otherwise (e.g. 
planning or licensing committees), you can declare your prejudicial interest but make 
representations.  However, you must immediately leave the room once you have 
finished your representations and answered questions (if any).  You cannot remain in 
the meeting or in the public gallery during the debate or decision on the matter. 
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1. Interpretation 
 
1.1 These Procedures describe the way in which hearings will be conducted under 

the Licensing Act 2003, as set out in the Licensing Act 2003 (Hearings) 
Regulations 2005 (as amended). The Procedures take into account the 
Licensing Act (Premises Licences and Club Premises Certificates) Regulations 
2005.  The Procedures also include the time limits within which a hearing must 
commence (see Appendix A) and will be used by the Licensing Committee and 
Licensing Sub-Committee when conducting hearings. 

 
1.2 The Hearings Regulations provide (Regulation 21) that a Licensing Authority 

shall, subject to the provisions of those Regulations, determine for itself the 
procedure to be followed at a hearing. 

 
1.3 These Procedures, therefore, set out the way in which Licensing Sub-

Committee Meetings will be conducted under the Licensing Act 2003, following 
the requirements of the Hearings Regulations. Wherever appropriate they have 
included the procedures followed successfully when determining licence 
applications under previous legislation. 

 
1.4 Proceedings will not be rendered void only as the result of failure to comply 

with any provision of the Hearings Regulations (Regulation 31). 
 
2. Composition of Sub-Committee 
 
2.1 The Sub-Committee will consist of no less than three members and no 

business shall be transacted unless at least three members of the Licensing 
Committee are present and able to form a properly constituted Licensing Sub-
Committee.  In such cases the Chair shall have a second or casting vote. The 
Councillor for the ward in which the applicant's premises are situated, or where 
either the applicant or the objector resides, shall not normally form part of the 
Sub-Committee for that item on the agenda. 

 
3. Timescales 
 
3.1  Most hearings must take place within 20 working days from the last date for  

representations to be made with the following exceptions: 
 
Within 10 working days from the last date for the police to object to: 

 
- conversion of an existing licence; 
- conversion of an existing club certificate; 
- an application for a personal licence by an existing justices licence holder; 

and 
 
Within 10 working days from the date the Licensing Authority receives the 
notice for a review of the premises licence following a closure order. 
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Within 7 working days from the last date for the police to object to: 
 
- a temporary event notice. 
 
Within 5 working days from the last date for the police to object to: 
 
- an interim authority notice (Note: the police must give notice of their 

objection within 48 hours of being given a copy of the notice). 
 
Note: Where a hearing is likely to take longer than one day, the Authority 

must arrange for the hearing to take place on consecutive days. 
 

3.2 Timescale for notice of hearings to be given 
 
In most cases, the Authority shall give notice of a hearing no later than 10 
working days before the first day on which the hearing is to be held. The 
following are exceptions to that rule: 

 
 At least five working days notice must be given to the parties of the date of a 

hearing for determination of: 
 

- conversion of an existing licence 
- conversion of an existing club certificate 
- application for a personal licence by the holder of a justices licence 
- review of a premises licence following a closure order 

 
At least two days notice must be given to the parties to a hearing for 
determination of: 
 

- police objection to an interim authority notice 
- police objection to a temporary event notice  

 
3.3 Persons who must be notified of a hearing 
 

The persons who must be notified of a hearing are set out below as a 
summary:  
 
- any applicant for any licence or certificate or a temporary event notice. 

 
- any person who has made relevant representations about an application 

for a licence or for review of a licence (note for any representations 
deemed frivolous, vexatious or repetitious under Section 18(7)(c) or 
similar sections of the Licensing Act 2003 the objector must be notified of 
the Authority’s decision as soon as possible and in any event before any 
hearing). 

 
-        Any police officer who has given notice of objection to: 

 
• a person specified as a Designated Premises Supervisor 
• an interim authority 
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• transfer of a premises licence 
• a temporary event notice 
• a personal licence 

 
- Any holder of a premises licence or club premises certificate where: 

 
• application is made for review 
 

Note:  Anyone given notice of a hearing is a party and that is how that 
expression is used in these Rules of Procedure. 

 
3.4  Information to be provided in a notice of hearing 
 

The information that must be included in a notice of hearing includes:  
 

- The procedure to be followed at the hearing; 
- The right of the party to attend and to be assisted or represented by any 

person whether legally qualified or not; 
- The ability to give further information in support of their application where 

the Authority has sought clarification; 
- The right to question any other party if given permission by the Authority; 
- The right to address the Authority; 
- Notice of any particular points on which the Authority will want clarification 

at the hearing; 
- The consequences if a party does not attend or is not represented at the 

hearing; 
- For certain hearings particular documents must accompany the notice 

which is sent to parties informing them of the hearing.  Reference must be 
made to Schedule 3 of the Hearings Regulations for this purpose. 

 
3.5 Failure of Parties to Attend the Hearing 
 

If a party has informed the Authority that they will not be attending or be 
represented at the hearing, it may proceed in their absence. 
 
If a party does not give notice that they will not be attending but fails to attend 
and is not represented, the Authority may either: 
 
a) adjourn the hearing if it considers it to be necessary in the public interest 

or 
b) hold the hearing in the party’s absence 
 
If the Authority holds the hearing in the absence of a party, it will consider at the 
hearing the application, representation or notice given by the party. 
 
If the Authority adjourns the hearing to a specified date it must forthwith the  
parties of the date, time and place to which the hearing has been adjourned. 
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Note: Transition hearings cannot be adjourned to a date beyond the date that 
which causes an application to deemed as determined by default. 

 
4. Procedure at the Hearing 
 
4.1 The usual order of proceedings will be as set out below. The Sub-Committee 

will allow the parties an equal maximum time period in which to give further 
information in support of their application, representation or response. Where 
the Authority has given notice that it will seek clarification on that point at the 
hearing or where permission has been given to call any further persons to give 
supporting evidence, the Sub-Committee may allow the parties to question any 
other party and to address the Licensing Sub-Committee. The Sub-Committee 
will seek, in all cases, to avoid repetition of points (whether included in written 
material or otherwise), irrelevancy, or any abuse of the procedure. 

 
At the beginning of the hearing the procedure to be followed will be explained 
to the parties. The hearing will, so far as is possible, take the form of a 
discussion, led by the Sub-Committee. Cross-examination will not be permitted 
unless the Sub-Committee considers it necessary. 

 
i) The Chair will begin by explaining how the proceedings will be 

conducted, and indicate any time limits that may apply to the parties to 
the application. 

 
ii) The report will be briefly introduced by an Officer of the Licensing 

Section summarising the application. 
 

iii) The Sub-Committee will then consider any requests by a party for any 
other person to be heard at the hearing in accordance with the 
Regulations. Permission will not be unreasonably withheld provided 
proper notice has been given. 

 
iv) A summary of the nature and extent of the application by the applicant or 

their representative. This should be brief, avoid repetition of material 
already available to the Committee in the Officer’s report or otherwise, 
and include any reasons why an exception should be made to the 
Council’s Licensing Policy, where appropriate. The submission may be 
followed by the evidence of any person who has been given permission 
by the Committee to give supporting evidence on behalf of the applicant. 

 
v) A summary of the reasons for making representations about the 

application by any interested party. This should be brief and avoid any 
repetition of information already made available to the Committee either 
in the Officer’s report or otherwise.  That will be followed by the evidence 
of any person who has been given permission by the Panel to give 
supporting evidence on behalf of the objectors. 

 
vi) A summary of the reasons for making representations by or on behalf of 

any Responsible Authority. This should be brief and avoid any repetition 
of information already made available to the Licensing Sub-Committee 
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either in the Officer’s report or otherwise. That will be followed by the 
evidence of any person who has been given permission by the Panel to 
give supporting evidence on behalf of the Responsible Authority. 

 
vii) Members of the Sub-Committee may ask any questions of any party or 

other person appearing at the hearing. 
 
4.2 The following requirements of the Hearing Regulations will also be followed by 

the Licensing Sub-Committee:  
 

a) The Sub-Committee will be guided by legal principles in determining 
whether evidence is relevant and fairly admissible. In particular, hearsay 
evidence may be admitted before the Sub-Committee but consideration 
will always be given to the degree of weight, if any, to be attached to such 
evidence in all the relevant circumstances. 

 
b) The Sub-Committee may impose a time limit on the oral representations 

to be made by any party. In considering whether to do so, and in 
considering the length of any such time limit, the Sub-Committee will take 
into account the importance of ensuring that all parties receive a fair 
hearing, and the importance of ensuring that all applications are 
determined expeditiously and without undue delay. 

 
c) In considering the time limits referred to in (b) above, regard must be had 

to the requirement to allow each party an equal amount of time. 
 
4.3  When considering any representations or notice made by a party, the Authority 

may take into account documentary or other information produced by a party in 
support of their application, representation or notice, either: 
 
a) before the hearing, or 
 
b) with the consent of all other parties, by the Sub-Committee at the hearing  

 
The Authority will disregard any information given by a party, or any other 
person appearing at the hearing, which is not relevant to: 

 
a) their application, representation or notice; and 
 
b) the promotion of the licensing objectives or the crime prevention objective 

where notice has been given by the police. 
 
4.4 All hearings shall take place in public save that: 

 
a) The Licensing Sub-Committee may exclude the public from all or part of a 

hearing where it considers that, on balance, it is in the public interest to do 
so. 

 
b) The parties and any person representing them may be excluded in the 

same way as another member of the public 
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c) The Licensing Sub-Committee may require any person attending the 
hearing who in their opinion is behaving in a disruptive manner to leave 
the hearing and may: 

 
- refuse to permit the person to return; or 
- allow them to return only on such conditions as the authority may 

specify. 
 
4.5 Any person so excluded may, before the end of the hearing, submit to the 

Authority in writing, any information which, they would have been entitled to 
give orally had they not been required to leave. Where there are a number of 
items on the agenda, the adjournment of that item for a short period, whilst 
another item is heard, may allow this process to be carried out effectively. 

 
5. Determination of Application – Time Limits 
 
5.1 The Licensing Sub-Committee must make its determination at the conclusion of 

the hearing where the application is for: 
 
a) Conversion or variation of an existing licence during transition 
b) Conversion or variation of an existing club certificate during transition 
c) A review of a premises licence following a closure order 
d) A personal licence by the holder of a justices licence 
e) A counter notice following police objection to a temporary event notice 
 

5.2 In any other case the Authority must make its determination within the period of 
five working days, beginning with the day, or the last day, on which the hearing 
was held. 

 
5.3 Where a hearing has been dispensed with because all of the parties have 

agreed that a hearing is unnecessary (and the Authority has agreed, giving 
notice to the parties in writing), then the Authority must make its determination 
within 10 working days beginning with the day the authority gives such notices 
to the parties. The Team Leader (Licensing) shall be authorised to make the 
determination on behalf of the Authority. 

 
6. Record of Proceedings 
 
6.1 The Authority must arrange for a record to be taken of the hearing in a 

permanent and intelligible form and for that record to be kept for six years from 
the date of determination.  Where an appeal is brought against a determination 
by the Authority, the record must be kept for six years from the date of disposal 
of the appeal. 

 
7. Irregularities 
 
7.1 Proceedings will not be rendered void only as the result of failure to comply with 

any provision of the Hearings Regulations 
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7.2 Clerical mistakes in any document recording a determination of the Authority, or 
errors arising in such a document as the result of an accidental slip or omission, 
may be corrected by the Authority. 

 
8. Notices 
 
8.1 In accordance with the Regulations, any notices must be given in writing. Such 

a notice may be sent electronically, providing: 
 
a) it can be accessed by the recipient in a legible form; 
b) it is capable of being reproduced as a document for future reference; 
c) the recipient has agreed in advance to receive it in such form;  
d) a copy is sent in documentary form forthwith to the recipient. 

 
9. Appeals 
 
9.1 Either those who have made an application or those who have made 

representations on an application may appeal to the Magistrates Court. 
 

Note: An appeal must be commenced within twenty one days beginning with 
the day on which the appellant was notified by the Licensing Authority of their 
decision.  
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APPENDIX B 
 
 

Regulation 8 
 
 
 Action Following receipt of notice of hearing 
1. 
 

A party shall give to the authority within the period of time provided for in the 
following provisions of this regulation a notice stating: 

(a)
. 

whether he intends to attend or be represented at the hearing; 
(b)
. 

whether he considers a hearing to be unnecessary. 
2. 
 
 
 
 
 

In a case where a party wishes any other person (other than the person he 
intends to represent him at the hearing) to appear at the hearing, the notice 
referred to in paragraph (1) shall contain a request for permission for such 
other person to appear at the hearing accompanied by details of the name of 
that person and a brief description of the point or points on which that 
person may be able to assist the authority in relation to the application, 
representations or notice of the party making the request. 

3. In the case of a hearing under: 
(a)
. 

section 48(3)(a) (cancellation of interim authority notice following police 
objection), or 

(b)
. 

section 105(2)(a) (counter notice following police objection to temporary 
event notice), 

 the party shall give the notice no later than one working day before the day 
or the first day on 
which the hearing is to be held. 

4. In the case of a hearing under: 
(a)
. 

section 167(5)(a) (review of premises licence following closure order), 
(b)
. 

paragraph 4(3)(a) of Schedule 8 (determination of application for conversion 
of existing licence), 

(c)
. 

paragraph 16(3)(a) of Schedule 8 (determination of application for 
conversion of existing club certificate), or 

(d)
. 

paragraph 26(3)(a) of Schedule 8 (determination of application by holder of 
justices’ licence for grant of personal licence), 

 the party shall give the notice no later than two working days before the day 
or the first day on which the hearing is to be held. 

5. In any other case, the party shall give the notice no later than five working 
days before the day or the first day on which the hearing is to be held. 
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Agenda Item 4.1
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Hepworth Acoustics Ltd has been commissioned by The Poet Bar Ltd to carry out a noise

assessment of The Poet, 82 Middlesex Street, London E1 3EZ. The premises are located on the

basement and ground floor levels of the four-storey building with residences above.

1.2 The client has instructed a noise impact assessment to be undertaken at the location of the

nearest residences. It is understood that the premises have received noise complaints from local

residents, which has resulted in the Local Authority, London Borough of Tower Hamlets

(LBTH), calling the licence in for review.

1.3 This assessment has considered the most noise-sensitive time during the current operation of the

premises.

1.4 The assessment has included:

•••• Daytime site inspection of the premises and environs to establish the location of the

nearest residences;

•••• Measurement of sample noise levels inside the premises during a Thursday night trading

period;

•••• Measurement of sample noise levels outside the premises to establish any areas of noise

breakout;

•••• Measurement of noise levels at locations representative of the nearest residential

properties, with and without the premises trading; and

•••• Outline recommendations for noise control measures where necessary.

1.5 Noise levels referred to in the text of this report have been rounded to the nearest decibel, as

fractions of decibels are imperceptible. A description of noise units and noise characteristics is

provided in Appendix I.
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2.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE PREMISES

2.1 The premises include a ground floor bar with amplified music, with supporting areas in

basement and ground floors.

2.2 The client has confirmed that the premises trade from 11:00-23:00 hours Monday to Friday, and

is closed on Saturday and Sunday.

2.3 The main entrance is a double door set to Middlesex Street. There is a single door fire exit to

Cobb Street, although this does not open directly into the customer area, as there is a further set

of doors. It was observed during our survey that all doors were closed during normal trading

hours, except to allow access to and from the premises.

2.4 There is not a designated external smoking area to the premises. However, customers do use the

areas to the front and side of the building on Middlesex Street and Cobb Street near the main

entrance.

2.5 The majority of properties in the immediate vicinity of the site are office or commercial

premises, with several other licensed premises in the immediate area. Middlesex Street is a

busy, well trafficked road during the evening period.

2.6 The nearest residence is located on the first floor of the premises building, at 84 Middlesex

Street, having windows to both Middlesex Street and Cobb Street.
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3.0 NOISE LEVEL SURVEYS AND RESULTS

3.1 A noise level survey was undertaken on Thursday 11
th

September, from approximately 21:30-

00:10 hours. The client confirmed that a Thursday is typically the busiest trading time. The

survey was carried out at these times to enable noise levels to be measured during and after the

premises’ trading hours.

3.2 The noise measurements were carried out at two locations representative of the nearest windows

of the closest residence. Location 1 was on the pavement adjacent to the entrance to the

residences 84 Middlesex Street, whilst Location 2 was on the pavement on Cobb Street, beneath

residential windows. The approximate measurement positions are shown in Figure 1.

3.3 Noise measurements were recorded using a Bruel and Kjaer 2260 Type 1 sound level meter

(serial no. 2520468). The meter was mounted on a tripod with the microphone approximately

1.5m above ground level and a windshield was fitted to the microphone at all times. The

calibration of the meter was checked before and after the survey with no variation in level

noted.

3.4 Additional noise measurements were carried out during normal trading inside the premises and

at locations around the exterior of the site.

3.5 Weather conditions were dry with predominantly little or no wind, which represented good

conditions for noise measurements.

3.6 Table 1 summarises the measured noise levels inside the premises during trading hours on

Thursday 11
th

September.
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Table 1: Measured noise levels in The Poet Bar

Measurement

Period
Noise Levels

Location Comments

Start End LAmax LAeq,T LA90,T

Inside – by the entrance
Amplified music/ customers/

pool playing
21:29 21:35 83 73 67

Inside – centre of premises, to the

exterior elevation

Amplified music/ customers/

pool playing
21:35 21:40 89 71 65

Inside – to the rear of premises
Amplified music/ customers/

pool playing
21:41 21:46 85 73 65

Inside – centre of premises, to the

bar

Amplified music/ customers/

pool playing
21:47 21:52 81 72 67

3.7 The ambient noise levels at Locations 1 and 2 representative of the nearest residential properties

are shown graphically in Appendix II. Measured levels were due predominantly to road traffic,

aircraft, pedestrians and occasional emergency vehicle sirens. Mechanical plant noise serving

adjacent commercial premises was also noted to the rear of the site, but noise from this did not

affect the measured levels at Locations 1 and 2.

3.8 The measured levels at Locations 1 and 2 are summarised in Table 2 below:

Page 87



The Poet Bar Ltd The Poet, 82 Middlesex Street, London E1

E-mail: london@hepworth-acoustics.co.uk Report No: 30140.1v1

Tel: 020 7554 8710 Page 5 of 14

Table 2 – Summary of measured ambient noise levels (dB)

Noise Levels
Location

LAmax LAeq,5min LA90,5min

Comments

Range

78-101

(78-85

with no

siren)

59-80

(59-70

with no

siren)

50-54

(50-54

with no

siren)1 – Last hour of trading

Mean

93

(82 with

no siren)

73

(66 with

no siren)

52

(52 with

no siren)

Road traffic noise, aircraft,

pedestrians, emergency sirens

Range 79-87 60-68 50-52

1 – Premises closed

Mean 84 66 51

Road traffic noise, aircraft,

pedestrians

Range 70-78 55-61 48-49

2 – Last hour of trading

Mean 75 58 48

Road traffic noise, aircraft,

pedestrians

Range

72-95

(72-78

with no

siren)

57-72

(57-61

with no

siren)

47-48

(47-48

with no

siren)2 – Premises closed

Mean

87

(75 with

no siren)

66

(60 with

no siren)

48

(48 with

no siren)

Road traffic noise, aircraft,

pedestrians, emergency sirens

3.9 At Location 1, measured noise levels ranged between 59-80 dB LAeq and 50-54 dB LA90, with

LAmax levels between 78-101 dB during trading hours. The highest recorded levels were due to

an emergency vehicle siren. Without this source present, the measured ranges were 59-70 LAeq,

50-54 LA90 and 78-85 LAmax.
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3.10 After the premises had closed, the measured noise level range at location 1 was 60-68 dB LAeq,

50-52 dB LA90 and 79-87 dB LAmax with premises closed.

3.11 At Location 2, measured noise levels ranged between 55-61 dB LAeq and 48-49 dB LA90 with

LAmax levels between 70-78 dB during trading hours. After the premises had closed, the

measured noise levels at Location 2 were 57-72 dB LAeq, 47-48 LA90 and 72-95 dB LAmax. As at

Location 1, the highest measured levels were due to an emergency vehicle siren. Without this

source included, the measured ranges were 57-61 LAeq, 47-48 LA90 and 72-78 LAmax.
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4.0 NOISE ASSESSMENT

4.1 During the survey there were relatively few customers at the premises, typically around 15

inside and no more than four customers were outside the premises at any time. The Manager

confirmed that this is the typical situation after 21:00 hours, on a Thursday night.

4.2 Table 1 shows that measured noise levels within the premises are relatively low at 71-73 dB

LAeq. Noise levels of this magnitude are typical of raised conversation level and amplified

music noise was being played only at ‘background’ levels.

4.3 Table 2 above and the graphical representation in Appendix II show that the measured levels at

Locations 1 and 2 are generally high, regardless of whether the Poet premises are trading or not.

There is no significant reduction in noise levels following the closure of the premises at 23:00

hours.

4.4 Note that at Location 1, the measurement sample starting at 22:43 hours was dominated by a

police siren, elevating the measured LAeq and LAmax noise level for this period. A siren also

occurred at Location 2, for the last measurement sample starting at 00:03 hours.

4.5 With the exception of these two events, LAmax levels at both measurement locations were found

to be relatively uniform and consistently high during the entire survey.

4.6 The measured background noise levels were practically constant throughout the entire survey at

both locations, during and after trading hours.

4.7 The dominant noise source in the area was road traffic on Middlesex Street and Cobb Street.

This source determined measured noise levels throughout the survey, both during and after

trading hours at The Poet premises.

4.8 Pedestrians were also present, the numbers of which tended to remain constant throughout the

entire survey. The noise contribution from pedestrians was difficult to quantify but it is
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sufficient to note that pedestrian noise was not the dominant noise source in the area.

Middlesex Street is a busy street and there are several other licensed venues in the immediate

area. This ensures that the noise contribution from customers leaving The Poet premises is low.

4.9 Importantly, noise from music/customer noise break-out from within the premises was not

audible at the measurement locations.

4.10 Measured noise levels, after the Poet ceased trading, remained high, with a mean value of 66 dB

LAeq at Locations 1 and 2. BS 8233:1999 ‘Sound insulation and noise reduction for buildings –

code of practice’, recommends noise levels in bedrooms should be within the range 30-35 dB

LAeq to ensure good/reasonable sleeping conditions. BS 8233: 1999 also states that an open

window will typically provide around 10-15 dB attenuation (13 dB is assumed here). With an

open window at the property, the noise level inside bedrooms will be around 53 dB, with no

activity at The Poet. This is considerably in excess of the recommended range of 30-35 dB LAeq

inside bedrooms and demonstrates that the area is one with generally high noise levels,

regardless of whether the premises are trading or not.
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5.0 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

5.1 A noise assessment has been undertaken of the Poet Bar at 82 Middlesex Street, Tower

Hamlets, London E1, to assess noise impact at the nearest residences.

5.2 The nearest residences are located on the first floor of the same building as the Poet Bar, at 84

Middlesex Street.

5.3 The assessment has included measurements to assess existing noise levels at the nearest

residences during a Thursday evening, both during and after trading hours.

5.4 Noise levels at the residences are generally high due to road traffic in the area and there is no

noticeable reduction in noise levels when the premises are closed.

5.5 The existing ambient (LAeq), background (LA90) and maximum (LAmax) noise levels in the area

are dominated by road traffic. The noise contribution from pedestrians is not the dominant

source in the area and has minimal effect on the measured levels.

5.6 Noise from within the venue was not audible at the measurement locations.

5.7 Given the high noise levels in the area from road traffic, it has been demonstrated that there is

no impact on residential amenity from the current operation of the Poet Bar premises.
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Figure 1. Location of the Noise Measurement Position
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Appendix I – Noise units and indices

a) Sound Pressure Level and the decibel (dB)

A sound wave is a small fluctuation of atmospheric pressure. The human ear responds to these

variations in pressure, producing the sensation of hearing. The ear can detect a very wide range

of pressure variations. In order to cope with this wide range of pressure variations, a

logarithmic scale is used to convert the values into manageable numbers. Although it might

seem unusual to use a logarithmic scale to measure a physical phenomenon, it has been found

that human hearing also responds to sound in an approximately logarithmic fashion. The dB

(decibel) is the logarithmic unit used to describe sound (or noise) levels. The usual range of

sound pressure levels is from 0 dB (threshold of hearing) to 120 dB (threshold of pain).

b) Frequency and hertz (Hz)

As well as the loudness of a sound, the frequency content of a sound is also very important.

Frequency is a measure of the rate of fluctuation of a sound wave. The unit used is cycles per

second, or hertz (Hz). Sometimes large frequency values are written as kilohertz (kHz), where 1

kHz = 1000 Hz.

Young people with normal hearing can hear frequencies in the range 20 Hz to 20,000 Hz.

However, the upper frequency limit gradually reduces as a person gets older.

c) Glossary of Terms

When a noise level is constant and does not fluctuate over time, it can be described adequately

by measuring the dB(A) level. However, when the noise level varies with time, the measured

dB(A) level will vary as well. In this case it is therefore not possible to represent the noise

climate with a simple dB(A) value. In order to describe noise where the level is continuously
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varying, a number of other indices, including statistical parameters, are used. The indices used

in this report are described below.

LAeq This is the A-weighted 'equivalent continuous noise level' which is an average of the

total sound energy measured over a specified time period. In other words, LAeq is the

level of a continuous noise which has the same total (A-weighted) energy as the real

fluctuating noise, measured over the same time period. It is increasingly being used as

the preferred parameter for all forms of environmental noise.

LAmax This is the maximum A-weighted noise level that was recorded during the monitoring

period.

LA90 This is the A-weighted noise level exceeded for 90% of the time period. LA90 is used as

a measure of background noise.
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Appendix II – Results of noise survey

Dates: Thursday 11
th

September 2008

Equipment: Bruel & Kjaer 2260 Type 1 integrating sound level meter.

Weather: Mainly dry with little or no wind

Noise Survey - Location 1
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Nose Survey - Location 2
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Licensing Observations Report 

The Poet  82-82 Middlesex Street London E1 7EZ

1 Introduction 

1.1 I am a licensing consultant with Licence Consultants Ltd.  I was a licensing 

officer with the Metropolitan Police Clubs and Vice Unit (CO14) from 1994 to 2001 

and was also a licensing officer at the London Borough of Islington from February 

2001 to June 2004.  I have attained the Certificate of Higher Education in Licensing 

Law from Birmingham University and am a member of the Institute of Licensing.  I 

have been a Director of Licence Consultants Ltd since June 2004.  I have been 

instructed by Thomas O’Maoileoin, Davenport Lyons solicitors to conduct a survey of 

the activity in the area outside The Poet. 

2 Background 

2.1 The Poet holds a Premises Licence enabling the provision of regulated 

entertainment and the sale of alcohol by retail until 2300 hours Monday to Saturday 

and until 2230 hours on Sundays. 

2.2 There are 9 conditions attached to the Premises Licence in addition to 

mandatory conditions. 

2.3 The Poet is situated on the corner of Middlesex Street and Cobb Street, E1.  

Middlesex Street is a one way street running north to south.  Middlesex Street 

appears to be mainly used as a cut through by black cabs.  There is a busy Chinese 

restaurant at 88 Middlesex Street, next to the Poet, and an Indian restaurant 

opposite the Poet in Cobb Street. 

3 Observations 

3.1 I conducted two observations between 2058 and 2250 hours on Thursday 11th

September 2008 and between 1739 and 1930 hours on Thursday 18th September 

2008. 

3.2 The weather was warm and dry throughout both observations. 
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3.3 There was minimal vehicular traffic along Middlesex Street in the early 

evening.  Later in the evening there was more traffic and I counted 24 vehicles pass 

the Poet in a 15 minute period between 2145 and 2200 hours. 

3.4 During the first observation the premises did not appear very busy and there 

were very few customers.  The premises were closed and empty before 2300 hours. 

3.5 The premises were busier during the second observation which took place 

earlier in evening.   However, the most customers seen outside at any one time were 

7 people. 

3.6 There were no glasses or bottles left discarded outside the Poet.  

3.7 The external doors remained closed at all times other than for the ingress / 

egress of customers. 

3.8 Customers outside the premises were quiet and barely audible where I was 

positioned opposite the Poet. 

3.9 There was no music noise audible outside the Poet. 

3.10 I took digital photographs throughout the two observations.  These are date 

and time stamped and attached as an appendix to my report. 

Throughout my observation on Thursday 11th September 2008 I made notes as 

follows: 

There were 24 cars passing along Middlesex Street between 2145 and 2200 hrs. 

There were 17 cars passing along Middlesex Street between 2245 and 2300 hrs. 

2058 Arrive outside the Poet.  The weather is mild, dry and people are in shirt 

sleeves outside.  There are 5 people standing on the steps at the entrance of the 

Poet drinking and smoking.  It is very quiet in the street with little pedestrian or 

vehicular traffic.  There is no music noise emanating from the Poet at all, even when 

standing immediately outside the windows into the bar. 

2115 There are now 2 people standing on the steps outside the entrance of the 

Poet. 

2122 The same male and female are standing outside. 

2132 The male and female are still standing outside drinking and smoke. They are 

inaudible from my position opposite at the junction of Middlesex Street and Harrow 

Place. 

2135 Two males and a female join the couple standing outside to smoke. 

2136 One of the males re-enter the Poet. 
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2138 Four females walk north along Middlesex Street talking and laughing loudly. 

2140 3 of the people outside the Poet re-enter leaving a sole female outside. 

2141 A male leaves the Poet and rejoins the female on the steps. 

2142 2 males leave and walk north along Middlesex Street. 

2142 The female re-enters the Poet leaving the male outside. 

2145 The female rejoins the male outside. 

2148 A male and female leave quietly and walk across Middlesex Street and away 

into Harrow Place. 

2150 The same male and female are standing outside. 

2153 A male not associated with the Poet urinates against a wall beside the public 

convenience.  He walks away, talking very loudly, with another male into Harrow 

Place. 

2155 A member of staff from the Poet comes outside and collects a single glass on 

the steps. 

2156 One male leaves and walks north along Middlesex Street.

2158 Two males and a female leave, one of the males is surreptitiously carrying a 

half full pint glass, and walk off along Cobb Street.  They are quiet and I cannot hear 

them from my position. 

2159 The same male and female are standing outside. 

2209 The same male and female are standing outside. 

2212 A member of staff from the Poet comes outside and checks the outside area 

for glasses. 

2215 The same male and female are standing outside. 

2229 The female standing outside enters the Poet leaving the male outside alone. 

2231 The female rejoins the male outside. 

2232 There are 3 people smoking outside the Chinese restaurant. 

2234 4 males leave and walk away north along Middlesex Street. 

2234 There are now 5 people outside the Chinese restaurant. 
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2235 A member of staff from the Poet comes outside and checks the outside area 

for glasses.  A City of London street sweeping vehicle comes along Middlesex Street 

and turns into harrow Place.  It is very noisy. 

2237 The 5 people outside the Chinese restaurant leave in 2 cars. 

2239 The street sweeping vehicle returns and carries on along Middlesex Street. 

2244 A City of London Police van speeds along Middlesex Street with lights and 

siren sounding. 

2248 The same male and female are still standing outside. 

2251 A member of staff takes the A board that was situated on the corner inside the 

premises. 

2252 The exterior lights are switched off. 

2253 The member of staff takes the glasses from the couple standing outside.  

They walk off north along Middlesex Street. 

2255 The lights are switched off inside the premises.  The premises are closed and 

there are no customers inside. 

Throughout my observation on Thursday 18th September 2008 I made notes as 

follows: 

1739 There are no customers outside the Poet.  There are no glasses or litter 

outside the Poet. 

1750 A male comes out of the Poet and uses his mobile telephone. 

1752 The male re-enters the Poet.  Another male leaves the Poet and has a 

cigarette outside. 

1753 The male smoking re-enters the Poet.  There are no customers outside the 

Poet.   

1758 Four customers come out of the Poet.  Two have drinks with them; the other 

two customers are smoking. 

1801 A male comes out of the Poet and smokes a cigarette. 

1802 A male comes out of the Poet and uses his mobile telephone. 

1802 A female comes out of the Poet and uses her mobile telephone.  Two males 

re-enter the Poet.  There are 5 customers outside the Poet. 

1804 Two males re-enter the Poet leaving three customers outside. 
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1805 A female comes out of the Poet and uses her mobile telephone.   There are 4 

customers outside the Poet. 

1805 A female comes out of the Poet and uses her mobile telephone.   There are 5 

customers outside the Poet. 

1806 A female comes out of the Poet and uses her mobile telephone.   There are 5 

customers outside the Poet. 

1810 There are 4 customers outside the Poet. 

1816 There are 4 customers outside the Poet. 

1819 A female re-enters the Poet leaving 3 customers outside. 

1824 There are 3 customers outside the Poet. 

1826 Two males come out of the Poet.  There are 5 customers outside the Poet. 

1828 The 2 males re-enter the Poet.  There are 3 customers outside the Poet. 

1830 There are 4 customers outside the Poet. 

1831 There are 5 customers outside the Poet. 

1831 There are 6 customers outside the Poet. 

1837 There are 4 customers outside the Poet. 

1839 There are 6 customers outside the Poet. 

1842 There are 5 customers outside the Poet. 

1844 There are 2 customers outside the Poet. 

1845 There are 5 customers outside the Poet. 

1847 There are 5 customers outside the Poet. 

1850 There are 4 customers outside the Poet.  There are no discarded bottles or 

glasses outside.  Only 2 of the 4 customers outside are drinking. 

1851 There are 2 customers outside the Poet. 

1853 There are 5 customers outside the Poet. 

1857 There are 5 customers outside the Poet. 

1859 There are 4 customers outside the Poet. 

1903 There are 4 customers outside the Poet. 
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1908 There are 5 customers outside the Poet. 

1909 There are 7 customers outside the Poet. 

1910 There are 6 customers outside the Poet.  A street cleaning machine drives 

past the Poet.  It is very loud and has flashing lights. 

1913 There are 5 customers outside the Poet. 

1918 There are 4 customers outside the Poet. 

1920 There are 6 customers outside the Poet. 

1923 There are 5 customers outside the Poet. 

1926 There are 5 customers outside the Poet. 

Conclusions 

• During the observations I did not witness any crime or disorder or public 
nuisance attributable to the Poet or its customers 

• Very few customers were seen to drink or smoke outside the premises.  The 
most seen at any one time was 7 persons 

• The premises did not remain open to its terminal hour during the later 
observation and was closed by 2250 hours 

• There was no music noise audible outside the Poet and the external doors 
remained closed at all times other than for the ingress / egress of customers 

• There were no glasses or bottles left discarded outside the Poet and staff 
were seen to regularly patrol the outside area 

Licence Consultants Ltd 
107 Westbourne Studios  242 Acklam Road London  W10 5JJ 

+44 (0) 20 8964 0966 (T) +44 (0) 20 8964 4509 (T)   info@licenceconsultantsltd.com  www.licenceconsultantsltd.com 
Company  Registration No. 05027924  V.A.T. Registration No. 840 0049 72
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2008/09/18 17:42:10.5 2008/09/18 17:42:27.3

2008/09/18 17:42:31.5 2008/09/18 17:43:29.4

2008/09/18 17:53:37.6 2008/09/18 17:58:38.9

2008/09/18 18:06:26.1 2008/09/18 18:08:05
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2008/09/18 18:08:11.8 2008/09/18 18:14:16.5

2008/09/18 18:35:08 2008/09/18 18:36:34.8

2008/09/18 18:41:15.6 2008/09/18 18:46:00.2

2008/09/18 18:48:00.3 2008/09/18 18:48:31.5
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2008/09/18 18:52:07.6 2008/09/18 18:58:51

2008/09/18 19:04:43 2008/09/18 19:06:49.5

2008/09/18 19:09:36.5 2008/09/18 19:15:38.4

2008/09/18 19:20:19.1 2008/09/18 19:20:41.2
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2008/09/18 19:22:36.4 2008/09/18 19:25:20.9

2008/09/18 19:27:56.6
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The Poet #1.JPG,2008/09/11 21:10:40.8 Rani Indian Restaurant.JPG,2008/09/11 21:26:50.6

Rani Indian Restaurant #2.JPG,2008/09/11 21:27:23 The Poet #2.JPG,2008/09/11 21:27:54.7

1 of 3
Page 109



My Old Place Chinese Restaurant.JPG,2008/09/11 21:28:40.6 The Poet #3.JPG,2008/09/11 21:41:06

The Poet #4.JPG,2008/09/11 22:02:45.2 The Poet #5.JPG,2008/09/11 22:20:56.1

2 of 3
Page 110



The Poet #6.JPG,2008/09/11 22:29:21.3 The Poet #7.JPG,2008/09/11 22:49:00.4

The Poet #8.JPG,2008/09/11 22:55:59.8 The Poet #9 (Closed).JPG,2008/09/11 22:57:56
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